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FINDING OPEN DATA SOURCES ASSESSING APPROPRIATENESS 
AND QUALITY OF DATA



Process - Data Quality

https://towardsdatascience.com/a-data-scientific-method-80caa190dbd4



From Teaching with the 
Library of Congress Blog



Questions 
About Open 

Data Sites

 Is there metadata (possibly more detailed than a readme 
page)?

 Who “owns” the data?

 Are all fields (columns) defined?

 Is the data authoritative?

 When was the data last updated?

 Can you download the data?

 What formats (Excel, csv, JSON, GeoJSON, shp, Odata…..)

 Are you able to download all relevant records or a partial 
set?

 Can you filter the data?

 Can you create maps and graphs on the site using the data?

 If the data are presented as maps or graphs, can you 
access the raw data?



Open Data 
Resources

Teaching with the Library of Congress

Datasets at the Library of Congress

Google search - example poverty open 
data

ICPSR - UMICH

Socrata/ Open Data Network

https://blogs.loc.gov/teachers/2022/02/datasets-as-primary-sources-an-archaeological-dig-into-our-collective-brains-part-1/?loclr=eatlcb
https://guides.loc.gov/datasets/repositories
https://www.google.com/search?q=poverty+open+data&rlz=1C1GGRV_enUS753US753&oq=poverty+open+data&aqs=chrome..69i57.3824j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/
https://dev.socrata.com/data/


Some Open Data Sources

 Local/city government: Washington DC
 State government: New York
 Federal agencies – data.gov, NHGIS/IPUMS, internet archive.org,
 Private business/ non-profits datasets (AirBNB, YELP, Kaggle, 

WorldBank, World Health Organization, Google Public Data Explorer, 
Registry of Open Data on AWS)

https://opendata.dc.gov/
https://data.ny.gov/
https://www.data.gov/
https://www.nhgis.org/
https://archive.org/
http://insideairbnb.com/get-the-data.html
https://www.yelp.com/dataset
https://www.kaggle.com/datasets
https://data.worldbank.org/
https://www.who.int/data/gho/
https://www.google.com/publicdata/directory
https://registry.opendata.aws/
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